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Iowa  City,  IA—As  American  journalism  shape-shifts  into  multimedia  pandemonium  and  

Mencken  is  a  critical  text  for  anyone  concerned  with  the  balance  of  power  between  the  

outspoken  pundit  of  his  day  but  also,  by  far,  the  most  widely  read,  and  according  to  many  

legacy  rest  largely  in  the  hands  of  literary  scholars  and  historians,  to  whom  he  will  always  

followed  in  many  of  Mencken’s  footsteps  as  a  reporter,  magazine  editor,  literary  critic,  

impressions  and  prejudices  into  an  inimitable  group  portrait  of  America,  painted  in  prose  

that  charms  and  glowers  and  endures.  Crowther,  himself  a  working  polemicist  who  was  

awarded  the  Baltimore  Sun’s  Mencken  prize  for  truculent  commentary,  examines  the  origin  

of  Mencken’s  thunderbolts—where  and  how  they  were  manufactured,  rather  than  where  

and  on  whom  they  landed.

No  writer  can  afford  to  ignore  his  craftsmanship  or  success,  or  fail  to  be  fascinated  by  his  

Mencken:  A  Life

unforgettable  portrait—and  perp  walk—of  America’s  fulminator-in-chief.  An  Infuriating  American
—Robert  D.  Richardson,  author,  First  We  Read,  Then  We  Write:  Emerson  on  the  Creative  Process

Hal Crowther  is  a  critic  and  essayist,  and  a  former  syndicated  columnist  and  newsmagazine  editor  at  Time  and  Newsweek.  
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